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Introduction 
Atlantic salmon (Salmo salar) were genetically sampled across eight rivers in Lochaber (the Cona and 

Scaddle, the Finnan, the Loy, the Lundy, the Moidart, the Nevis, the Roy and the Shiel). Genetic 

sampling of juvenile salmon shows relatedness and thus allows an estimate of numbers of breeding 

adults in the populations of the eight rivers.  

Sampling was undertaken by Lochaber Fisheries Trust and the samples were then sent to the 

University of the Highlands and Islands (UHI) for genetic analyses (see Appendix A). 

Methodology 
Sites along the Cona and Scaddle, Finnan, Loy, Lundy, Moidart, Nevis, Roy and Shiel were sampled 

(see Table 1 and Figures 1 - 8 for details of sites). Sampling was by electrofishing carried out 

according to Scottish Fisheries Coordination Centre (SFCC) protocol(s). 

Following electrofishing fish were lightly anaesthetised for safe handling during processing. Genetic 

samples were taken from salmon parr, and also from fry where parr numbers were low. All fish were 

allowed to recover from the anaesthetic before being returned to the river. 

Genetic samples were then taken to UHI for genetic analyses (see Appendix A). 

 

Table 1. Electrofishing site locations and numbers of samples. 

River Site Code Easting Northing 
Date 

Sampled 

Number of 
Samples 
Collected 

Cona and Scaddle Con1 200337 770072 16/10/2021 15 

Cona and Scaddle Con2 197774 771636 16/10/2021 6 

Cona and Scaddle Con3 193695 772430 16/10/2021 7 

Cona and Scaddle Sca2 200041 768693 16/10/2021 18 

Finnan SHI12aa 191114 783767 22/09/2023 14 

Finnan SHI13 191326 782027 22/09/2023 16 

Finnan SHI12c 191256 782902 22/09/2023 15 

Finnan SHI12b 191124 783352 22/09/2023 14 

Loy Loy1 214748 781871 07/09/2021 11 

Loy Loy2 213397 782916 09/09/2021 8 

Loy Loy3 213222 783043 09/09/2021 12 

Loy Loy Bridge 212616 783157 15/10/2021 12 

Loy Loy4 212116 783169 09/09/2021 16 

Loy Loy6 209254 784679 09/09/2021 14 

Lundy Lun1 212933 776477 11/10/2021 10 

Lundy Lun3 213332 776698 11/10/2021 22 

Lundy Lun4 214612 777101 13/09/2021 12 

Lundy Lunfall 215015 776941 11/10/2021 10 

Lundy Happy Valley 214138 777237 08/09/2021 11 

Moidart MoiFordLow 172187 771840 16/09/2021 21 

Moidart MoiMid 173551 772013 16/09/2021 22 

Moidart MoiTop 174014 772230 16/09/2021 23 
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Nevis Nev1 212323 772992 19/07/2024 14 

Nevis Nev2 213073 771293 19/07/2024 14 

Nevis Nev3 213509 770234 19/07/2024 14 

Nevis Nev4 214006 769080 19/07/2024 15 

Roy Loc35 231349 789364 01/08/2024 12 

Roy Loc36 233313 791025 01/08/2024 12 

Roy Loc37b 235370 792431 31/07/2024 15 

Roy Loc38a 238365 792947 31/07/2024 12 

Roy Loc40a 239641 793494 31/07/2024 5 

Shiel Shielgate 166558 770247 15/09/2021 20 

Shiel ShiUp 167517 768991 15/09/2021 20 

Shiel Shi1 165996 770585 15/09/2021 20 

 

 

 

Figure 1. Sites on the Cona and Scaddle, marked by red dots. 
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Figure 2. Sites on the Finnan, marked by red dots. 

 

 

Figure 3. Sites on the Loy, marked by red dots. 
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Figure 4. Sites on the Lundy, marked by red dots. 

 

 

Figure 5. Sites on the Moidart, marked by red dots. 
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Figure 6. Sites on the Nevis, marked by red dots. 

 

 

Figure 7. Sites on the Roy, marked by red dots. 
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Figure 8. Sites on the Shiel, marked by red dots. 

 

Results 
Genetic analyses of fin samples were carried out by UHI. The full UHI report is included in Appendix 

A and contains a discussion of findings along with numbers of breeding adults. 

Recommendations 
Repeating this survey in future would allow for any changes in the numbers of breeding adults to be 

observed and thus give an indication of the health of populations. 
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Appendix A – University of the Highlands and 

Islands (UHI) Report 
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